新聞英文面面觀                                陳敬安英文 編著

[新聞主題] Water, Water, Nowhere 乾旱進行式
Many regions suffered droughts in the spring of 2010.

In Latin America, Bolivian authorities in seven municipalities __(1)__ states of emergency as dry conditions damage 80% of crops. The municipalities like Lagunillas that had __(2)__ ever suffered droughts lost all their crops. Honduras also declared a state of emergency because of drought and famine, and across the world the Philippines also witnessed __(3)__ from drought that had impacts on 23 provinces.

In China, __(4)__ prolonged lack of rain striking the southwestern provinces, the nation’s State Forestry Administration indicated that the persistent drought had damaged young saplings and animal habitats and increased the risk of forest fires. To help __(5)__ these effects, the Chinese government allocated US$586 million for emergency relief to supply water to more over 19 million affected people.

Meanwhile, in South Sudan, drought and conflict caused the rates of malnutrition to rise drastically. Nearly half of the children under five were __(6)__. Finally, in the United States, California’s director of the Department of Water Resources, Mark Cowin expressed concern of the severe __(7)__ of water. Fortunately, in a brief __(8)__ from such conditions, California welcomed the blessing of rains over the Easter weekend in early April that helped replenish some main water reservoirs. And in central Âu Lạc (Vietnam), months of hot dry weather were relieved by a rain that provided __(9)__ moisture for thousands of hectares of coffee and other crops.

Expressing our deep concern and sympathy for the __(10)__, we thank all the governments for their efforts to relieve the suffering from the drought conditions and hope that we will love the planet and each other in all sincerity.

(A) rarely



(B) proclaimed

(C) shortages

(D) respite

(E) with



(F) malnourished

(G) alleviate

(H) crop failure

(I) drought-afflicted
(J) much-needed

[字詞註解]

1.
authorities
(n.pl.)
當局；官方
2.
municipality
(n.)
自治市

3.
proclaim
(v.)
宣布 = declare
4.
drought
(n.)
旱災

5.
famine
(n.)
饑荒
6.
province
(n.)
(中國等的)省

7.
prolong
(v.)
延長；拉長
8.
indicate
(v.)
指出 = point out

9.
persistent
(a.)
揮之不去的
10.
sapling
(n.)
樹苗

11.
habitat
(n.)
棲息地
12.
alleviate
(v.)
減輕；緩和

13.
allocate
(v.)
分配；撥出
14.
conflict
(n.)
衝突

15.
malnutrition
(n.)
營養不良
16.
drastically
(adv.)
劇烈地

17.
malnourished
(a.)
缺乏營養的
18.
severe
(a.)
嚴重的

19.
shortage
(n.)
缺乏
20.
fortunately
(adv.)
幸運地

21.
respite
(n.)
短暫休息或緩和
22.
blessing
(n.)
天恩；可喜之事

23.
replenish
(v.)
把…裝滿；補充
24.
reservoir
(n.)
水庫

25.
moisture
(n.)
水分
26.
hectare
(n.)
公頃
27.
sympathy
(n.)
同情
28.
afflict
(v.)
使痛苦；折磨

29.
sincerity
(n.)
誠懇

[試題答案] 1. (B) 2. (A) 3. (H) 4. (E) 5. (G) 6. (F) 7. (C) 8. (D) 9. (J) 10. (I)
[難題解析]

1.
空格前方Bolivian authorities in seven municipalities為「主詞」，故空格必須是「動詞」。根據文意答案選(B) proclaimed（宣布）。

2.
在〔has / have / had + p.p.〕的結構裡，副詞常置於has / have / had與p.p.之間。答案為(A) rarely（罕見地；稀有地）。

3. 
witnessed（目擊；見證）為「動詞」，後方要接「名詞」系列的詞語當「受詞」。根據文意答案選(H) crop failure（農作物歉收）。

4.
with可用以表示「附帶狀況」。其句型如下：

S + V …(,) with + O + Ving（主動）/ p.p.（被動）/ adj. ….


(例) It is impolite to speak with your mouth full of food.

5.
help的用法為：


(1) help + O + (to) V … (2) help + O + with + N … (3) help + (to) V …


答案為「原形動詞」的(G) alleviate（減輕；緩和）。

6.
上一句提及the rates of malnutrition（營養不良的比率）為文意提示。空格前為be動詞，故空格為「形容詞」等能作為主詞補語的詞語。根據文意答案選(F) malnourished（缺乏營養的）。

7.
空格前為形容詞severe（嚴重的），故空格必須是「名詞」。根據文意答案選(C) shortages（短缺；缺乏）。

8.
空格前為形容詞brief（短暫的），故空格必須是「名詞」。根據文意答案選(D) respite（短暫的休息或緩和）。

9.
空格後為名詞moisture（水分）；修飾名詞的詞類為「形容詞」。根據文意答案選(J) much-needed（極為需要的；嚴重缺乏的）。

10.
the + adj. = N


(例)
the drought-afflicted
(n.) 遭受旱災之苦的人



the poverty-stricken
(n.) 一貧如洗的人



the disadvantaged
(n.) 弱勢族群 = the underprivileged
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With great love and gratitude, we should always be conscientious. 大愛 感恩 時時多用心


